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A  STJN7)^RD  OF  VALUE. 


In  tho  inv«'j»tiK»tion  of  ihix  xiihi  rt  .♦  ii  i-j<w'iitial. 
in  tlH'  fiwt  placo,  t<n'X|»luin rcrtain  «ullnt«'ml  .•(.iiHHliTiitionH. 
A  pH'liminRry,  hut.  nt  t>H>  >*anic  tin»-.  a  fiuulanirnlal 
qm-Mfion,  wouKI  Ih-  'Wlmf  is  riKhf?  A  fn'.|.irntlv  [i<-ar<i 
judKnirnt  jh:  "For  tliiM  k  rinhf.  "  whiih  would  l.aii  onr  to 
infiT  that  aoconHKlation  iI<m-.s  not  apply.  No  actoiint  in 
tnk«'n  of  th«-  .lifficulty.  No  roKar.l  is  paid  to  th«-  a«tor~ 
111*'  standard  is  Hfarcut  and  straight,  without  altirnutivr, 
dj-manding  six-cific  choijr  at  <v«'ry  staK«'.  This  lif.-  ruh' 
has  fHfn.  in  all  ugj's,  the  inspiration  of  j-vcry  nohlt-  dml; 
by  it  Martyrs  hav«  gone  chciTfully  t<i  the  ar«'na  or  the 
stake;  it  has  fn-en  the  solaee  of  the  defeat«>d  and  the  com- 
fort of  those  who  have  felt  therns«>lves  out  of  harmony 
with  the  popular  thought  of  their  day.  (Jranting  sueh  a 
view,  it  would  be  ini|)ossible  to  conclude  otherwise  than 
that  "Might"  is  not  to  Im«  the  criterion.  Ideas  must  hold 
sway  through  their  own  intrinsi-  worth,— not  by  virtue  of 
the  eminence  of  those  who  advocate  their  promulgation. 

With  such  a  conception  of  right,  what  will  be  the  work 
of  a  citizen  in  state  concerns'  '".»  answer  this  interrogation, 
it  would  \w  |)ertinent  to  inqi  ,  hat  "State"  and  "( "itizen  " 
mean.  The  State  should  Im-  the  voluntary  uni(»n  of  com- 
plementary elements  for  Mutual  culture;  that  is,  it  provides 
the  fiehl  for  individual  and  colli-ctivc  accomplishment. 
Though  parasites  do  |)erform  functions  in  the  srhem«-  of 
nature,  a  state  unit  must  be  the  antithesis  of  such,  for  a 
citizen's  part  in  state  work,  is,  to  pro«luce  his  (juotu  for 
the  total  return  and  to  considerately  consider  the  co.v- 
tributions  of  his  colleagues. 


namely:  Thul  idi'UM  iin*  to  ruh'  thmiiKh  tUvir  intrinMic 
wi»rlh  nlono,  hikI:  That  a  ritiwn  in  mt't>n^ari\y  >M>th  n 
partiriiwiu  aiKi  a  Hym|Mit»n'ti.',  hut  jiiHt  vahtator  of  other 
iiivJ-MtorM  III  Htat<>  weal,  -a  (liHniMMJon  of  "A  Htamlanl  of 
\  iihie,"  falln  naturally  into  phur. 

What  JH  to  In>  (iniifrHt<MMi  l»y  "A  .Starnliinl  of  Valiii'"? 
( lovernnicntM  arraiiK*'  the  eonditioiiM  which  determine 
units  of  meajiurement.  m  wi-  M|H>ak  of  a  ntandanl  weight  or 
measurt'  an<i  exeliaiiKe  i-  ha-M'tl  thi-n-oii.  As  etrntiiiKeiieieH 
are  not  invariahl(>,  thesi-  values  re(|uire  |M>riiMlie  suiNTvision 
for  the  fixiiiK  and  removal  of  error.  Thus  an  ..flieial  stand- 
dard  is  maintuiiie<l,  which,  however.  d(K>s  not  obviate  the 
cominission  of  wilful  deception. 

In  the  spiritual  world  is  tliere  an  adjudicaliuK  |H)wer? 
Uy  '•Spiritual."  one  must  not  understand  "Kelinioiis," 
for  the  latter  is  oidy  one  as|Mct  of  the  former.  Its  sig- 
nification  is  antonymic  of  "Material."  In  the  preeedinK 
parnKraph,  the  nietluNl  of  determiniuK  Nfaterial  values 
wa-  explainiHi.  Is  there  a  corropondinK  aKency  for 
pre;li«!ifiiiK  latency  in  the  realm  «»f  the  Spirit? 

Convention,  or  Custom,  claims  alloKiance.  Frequent- 
ly, however,  in  human  history,  the  many  have  l)een 
wroiiK  an«l  the  few  rinht  when  l)oth  have  l)oen  placed  in 
the  pcrs|M'ctive  of  the  years.  Destiny  is  achieved  in 
various  ways,  lest  one  mnxl  custom  even,  should  corrupt 
the  world.  Authority,  with  all  the  prestijr*'  that  Cerem«my 
has  bwrv  able  to  throw  around  if,  has  doKtnatically  claimed 
its  inalienable  rinht  to  determine  the  course  of  lil"  ,.  ver- 
thel;>.ss,  some  of  the  viU-st  crimes  have  Ix^en  consummated 


ill  itM  namo,  whether  I'xerci^'wl  »iy  ^tI^t«>  or  iTcloiiHtitni 
pprwHiaipM.  KvprythinK  Hhn!l  Im-  jiulpvl  hy  ih«>  <lii-.iiiii  of 
the  i'rophi't.  But  then'  have  Im><«»  iiiiwiy  with  anil  they 
have  olWn  N|M»keii  in  alien  lonc'M.  Thus  the  way  ha^  \m>u 
olMeiiml  an<l  the  KropinK  niu«t  n«H-l4  In>  mntiniieii. 
Where  then  mutt  uiie  wnr  h?  "S;  a!|  „„t  (he  .hulKi*  of  all 
the  earth  do  right?  S«Kjuerie:l  an  rarnest  Mii'ker  in  the 
tiininexH  of  the  Idhk  jmtt  year^t.  ^et  it  lian  ever  Imhii  the 
rule  to  atwrf  the  ni<wt  anthro|Mini  .rphie  (|iialitii>!4  of  llim 
"Who  InyH  juclRement  t'l  tiie  line"  r-iiltinK  in  the  util- 
iiinx  of  the  AII-|)erva(linK  for  the  furtl.  nag  of  the  inter- 
p«tH  of  Htate  or  priext  eraft. 

"Still  we  doubt  nut  throuKh  t!ie  agtM  one  uneeiioing 

purpoHe  runn, 
And   the   thouKhtt   of   men   are   widene<l   with   tho 

prcM'ixw  of  the  Huns." 

In  th'«  ex|>anHion,  which  hat  not  Ikhmi  eonslant. 
nor  fre:'  from  eonverw  movi'mentt.  e\|M>dien('y  hat  often 
been  selected  to  bridge  the  eIia»ni-<  se|Hiraling  thouKlit 
from  fact. 

"For  all  the  patt  of  time,  ri'vealt 
A  bridal  dawn  of  thunder  |M>aN, 
Whenever  Thought  lun  w.dde«l  Fact." 


A  Power  i.t  imminent  in  the  rnivfrsc.  The  ..i.i.ian 
Btory  is  but  a  tracing  of  the  adjustment  of  man  to  that 
Power.  First,  there  was  the  appreciation  of  individual 
worth  by  the  individual.  In  its  crude  iH'ginnings,  thi-s 
principle  was  shown  among  primitive  ]M>ople.s  in  reckoning 
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everyono  an  enemy.  Kill  first  was  the  ideal.  Only  through 
the  destruction  of  opponents,  was  the  individual  rendered 
immune  from  harm  and  his  proj^ress  assured.  A  long  and 
bloodstained  way  was  travelled,  ere  there  was  any  e.\- 
tensive  comprehension  of  the  hypothesis:  '  F  am  my 
brother's  keeper."    The  gift  was: 

"That  man  should  conceive  of  truth 
And  yearn  to  gain  it,  catching  at  mistake, 
As  midway  help,  till  he  reach  fart  indeed." 


But,  m  the  i.ssup  of  the  years,  there  came  anon,  the 
fmnt  ghmmerings  of  social  solidarity.    The  vision  grows 
ciearer,  so  that  one  may  now  say,   with  hoiie  of  .some 
en«lorsafion,  that  not  only  is  individual  enlightenment  not 
antagonistic  to  the  progress  of  others,  hut  that  it  is  in- 
dissolubly  dependent  upon  the  advance  of  the  genera! 
mind.    Hence,  the  discovery  of  ones  own  merit,  deserving 
of  Ihe  utmost  cultivation,  becomes  identified  with  associat- 
uig  kindred  value  with  follow  members  of  the  racial  unit, 
as  evinced  by  a  due  regard  for  them,  that   they,  too,  may 
have  that  or)portunity  for   advancement  which*  is  conson- 
ant  with  their  personalities.     Parallelling  the  growth  of 
the  idea  of  social  unity,  and  keeping  step  in  the  march 
has   come   the   imderstanding,    that    the   onlv   adetiuate 
explanation  of  individual  and  communal  progress  lies  in 
a  reverential  recognition  of  the  Infinite,  define  such  as  one 
may,  as  "The  Source  of  Life,"     "The  Nameless  of  the 
Hundred  Names."  the  "I  am  that  I  am,"  the  "Pantheos  " 
or  "The  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe,"  for  all  definition 
means  limitation.    Thus  is  discovered  a  solution  involving 


a   trinity   of   attitudes— Self-worthiness,    (Jeneral    Vai^ie, 
and  the  Ideal. 

Conscious  life  learns,  in  due  time,  that  Kindred  Reing 
does  not  represent  merely  a  prior  staRe,  but  is  indieative 
of  a  process  whose  course  in  the  retrospect  becomes  lost 
in  imiK'netrable  mists.  Two  relations  toward  this  life 
chain  have  been  sugRested,  as  witness  the  (juotations: 

1.  "Past,  'tis  a  stupid  word. 
Why  past? 

Past  and  i)ure  nothingness  are  one,  I  trow. 
Of  what  avail  creation's  ceaseless  play? 
Created  things  forthwith  to  .sweep  away? 
"There  now    tis  past  "— 'Tis  past,  what  may  it 

mean? 
It  is  as  good  as  if  it  ne'er  had  been.  " 

2.  "'Tis  delightful  to  transport 
Oneself  int<>  the  spirit  of  the  past, 

To  see  in  times  before  us  how  a  wise  man  thought, 
And  what  a  glorious  height  we  have  attained  at 
last." 

The  thoughtful  mind  knows,  that  it  is  no  part  of 
wisdom  to  summarily  dismiss  the  monuments  of  the  race 
with  a  mere  wave  of  the  hand.  The  past  must  be  studied. 
The  traces  left  upon  the  years,  through  the  efforts  of 
mankind,  are  of  inestimable  value,  for  they  declare  what 
standards  have  governed  at  successive  epochs  in  the  story 
and  indicate  the  reasons  why  one  conduct  guage  was 
supplanted  by  another.     Two  far-reaching  projKwitions 


will  thus  be  dis.-ernible,  namely:  "That  the  Faith  of  one 
s^l^e  beoomiw  the  Superstition  of  its  successor,"  and,  "That 
Tradition  grows  into  the  record  through  the  aid  of  Ordinan- 


(res. 


A  bread  analysis  of  the  ethnic  struRgle,  will  indicate 
how  these  two  great  generalizations  have  manifested 
t  hemselves. 


A  very  early  form,  yet  one  that,  among  certain  peoples, 
persisted  even  when  development  had  attained  a  very 
advanced  state,   was  "Ancestralism,"  or  the  worship  of 
ancestry.     The  power  which  the  father  exercised  while 
living  was,  through  fear,  ascribed  to  him  when  he  had 
entered  the  world  of  shadows.    He  retained  the  wants  and 
felt  the  pleasures  and  sufferings  of  his  former  life,  while 
his  power  to  do  harm  was  even  greater  than  while  he  was 
living.       ElalM)rate  ritualistic  ob.servances,   growing  out 
of  the  funeral  displays,   were  held,   with  the  object   of 
securing  propitiation  and   protection.     Each  generation 
adding  embellishment,  the  .superstition  grew  as  the  event 
receded  into  the  past.    The  acccj)ted  founder  of  the  family 
became,  therefore,  the  family  deity  and  the  worship  oV 
the  same  was  exhibited  in  pilgrimages  to  his  tomb  and  in 
sacrifices  before  the  hallowed  hearth.     The  perpetuity  of 
the  line  being  a  n'(,uisite  of  this  doctrine,  the  eldest'son 
succeeded  to  his  fathers  position,  but  ruled  only  as  his 
viceregent.     In  the  eldest   male  member  was  thus  con- 
stituted the  task  of  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the  family's 
founder.    The  orderel  .-sequence  of  the  generations  led  to 
the  formation  of  new  groups  by  the  younger  sons,  the  ever 
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diverging  total  becoming  the  tribe  or  clan,  with  the  repres- 
entative of  the  eldest  branch  as  King. 

It  was  but  a  step  from  this  to  the  realization,  that  the 
race  was  superior  to  other  units  of  mankind.  It  had  been 
designated  for  some  unique  work  and  any  interference 
from  without  received  the  most  cruel  treatment.  The 
idea  of  a  "Chosen  People"  stimulated  tribal  pride  and  tribal 
exclusiveness.  Virtue  consisted  in  subservience  to  tribal 
aggrandisement.  The  enslavement  or  extermination  of 
those  beyond  the  pale  became  the  sole  aim  of  statecraft. 
Only  in  very  special  cases  were  the  barriers  removed 
which  cut  oflF  the  stranger  from  the  rights  of  citizenship. 
Thus,  in  times  of  peace,  jealousy  and  suspicion  dominate 
intertribal  relations  and  war  became  a  crusade  with  all 
its  horrors  intensified.  Hence,  we  read  that  a  tribal  singer 
of  the  long  ago,  in  contrasting  two  leaders,  eulogized  one 
because  he  had  slain  his  ten  thousands  whereas  the  other 
had  accomplished  the  destruction  of  but  thou.sands. 
And  at  a  far  later  date,  a  military  leader  could  say,  "Now 
let  God  arise  and  let  his  enemies  be  scattered,"  when  the 
tactics  of  his  opponents  had  placed  the  result  of  the  bat  tir 
at  his  disposal.  While  the  instances  just  cited  represent 
the  usual  form  which  the  idea  as.sume(l,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  every  race  has  been  affected  by  it,  in  some  measure. 

A  natural  outcome  of  the  i  lea  of  "A  Chosen  People," 
was  the  centralization  of  ethicid  value  in  a  "Religious 
Hero,"  who  became  the  expounder  of  precepts  which  were, 
by  his  followers,  narrated  later  in  Scriptures,  when  the 
voice  of  the  Master  had  been  hushed.  These  writings 
become  the  bases  for  the  work  of  propaganda,  to  he  suji- 
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plemontcd  by  interpretative  expasitians,  which  turn  the 
simple  Htories  into  theological  treatises.     These  reasoned 
explanations   often   antedate   the    narratives   and    have 
greater  value  attached  to  them.     Religious  sy.stem^  have 
thus  been  built  up,  into  which  i  missing  ceremonies  be- 
come grafted,  the  latter,  in  course  of  time,  being  the 
teacher  of  the  maxims  involved,  though  generally  suc- 
ceeding in  detaching  attention  from  the  tenets  to  them- 
selves.   It  is  worthy  of  comment  that  no  Western  religious 
system  has  prevailed,  all  having  fallen  before  the  march 
of  the  contemplative  teaching  of  the  peoples  of  the  East. 
White  with  the  adoration  of  the  centuries,  Confucianism, 
Buddhism,    Zoroastrianism,  Judaism,  Christianity,   Mo- 
hammedanism, still  live  in  the  devotion  of  millions  of 
their  followers,  while  the  Polytheistic  creeds  of  Greece, 
Rome,  and  the  Teutonic  world,  long  since  disappeared, 
it  must  be  noted,  however,  that  only  one  of  these  forms 
has  had  any  pronounced  success  in  dealing  with  the  social 
units  of  the  Western  world— the  faith  of  the  Prophet  of 
Nazareth.    Flushed  with  its  triumphs  in  the  Occident,  it 
liJvs  been  pitting  itself  against  the  more  ancient  types  of 
the  Orient,  in  an  attempt  to  establish  its  claim  to  the 
indisputable  obeisance  of  mankind. 

In  the  course  of  the  dissemination  of  a  new  Belief, 
there  comes  a  time,  when  the  powers  of  the  State  where  it 
is  being  propagated,  must  elfect  between  the  old  and  the 
new.  This  decision  transfers  the  protection  of  civil  author- 
ity from  the  former  to  the  latter,  from  which  time  the  old 
view  of  a  world  power  in  temporal  affairs  becomes  a  dogma 
of  religious  administration.  The  ancient  world  was 
obsessed  with  the  idea  of  world  dominion,  so  that  war  was 
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the  normal  occupation  and  conquest  hecanu'  the  (•rit<>rion 
for  estimatiuK  value.  This  tendency  jjrew  to  l)e  th«'  rulinK 
force  in  spiritual  conccrn-s.  so  that  when  the  I'nity  (if 
Empire  crumbled  before  the  sway  of  barbarism,  its  mantle 
was  thereafter  worn  by  the  church  leaders,  with  the 
result  that  the  control  of  the  "Hierarchy  '  was  substituted 
for  the  rule  of  Kinfts  and  a  world  reliRion  acquired  the 
powers  of  a  world  state.  Thus  faith,  which  knew  no 
national  bounds,  took  the  place  of  loyalty  to  monarch 
and  the  edicts  of  the  Sacred  College  wtre  felt  where  former- 
ly -,vere  the  King's  commands. 

The  two  great  generalizations,  to  whicih  referen<'e 
has  been  made,  disclo-se.!  themselves  along  the  lines  just 
defined.  In  Ancestralism,  A  ('hosen  Peoi)U>,  A  Religious 
Hjro,  and  a  Hierarchy,  they  have  permeated  all  history. 
To  these  ideas  must  be  credited  the  :».dvancc  whiiih  the 
race  has  made.  It  is  essintial.therefore,  to  consider  what 
the  whole  course  of  civilization  has  had  to  offer  man,  as 
he  lived  his  life  under  the  varied  conditions  operating 
upon  him. 

Examine  the  treasure  trove  as  one  may,  n«i  other 
conclusion  is  possible  than  that  the  economy  of  the  social 
structure  has,  in  every  age,  placed  before  the  units  that 
compose  the  same  nothing  higher  than  a  battle.  The 
panoply  of  war  and  conquest  has  furnished  the  imp«nus  for 
endeavour,  has  provided  the  figures  for  the  lessons  learned. 
The  attack,  the  counterfoil,  the  tactical  plans  of  an  army 
commander,  have  been  the  illustrations  used.  Life  has 
been  likened  to  a  battle  and  man  to  a  warrior.  The 
explanation  is,  that  the    phraseology  employed  has  been 
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taken  from  an  age  when  war  and  victory,  ally  and  fofl 
were  the  customary  experiences,  and  s.ich  a  high  value  was 
placed  thereon  that  attempts  to  introduce  a  variation 
have  been  but  haphazard  and  spasmodic. 

The  national  units  that  arose  from  the  chaotic  night 
of  European  Mediaevalism  laid  permanent  foundations 
through  the  active  or  tacit  inculcation  of  the  war  call' 
Duice  et  decorum  est  pro  patria  mori,"  j,i«t  as  their 
progenitors  „-'  centuries  earlier  had  done  in  their  day. 
The  means  appropriated  to  fire  the  blood  of  the  nations 
youth,  was  this  reveille  to  valour,  to  sacrifice  themselvea 
on  the  altar  of  their  country. 

In  the  interrecine  contests  that  characterized  the 
growth  of  Sectarianism,  the  same  spirit  was  rampant. 
That  which  one  cult  condemned  in  its  masters  was  practis- 
ed with  equal  vehemence  against  those  who  questioned  its 
Hway  when  from  being  the  protester,  it  had  passed  on  to 
be  the  object  against  which  the  criticisms  were  levelled 
1  he  Puritan,  who  had  fled  to  the  New  World  to  escape  from 
the   oppressor,    countenanced    the    horrible   delusion    of 
Salem   witchraft,   which   stained   x\ew   England   history 
with  the  darkest  hues,  suspected  pereons  having  been 
fiendishly  done  to  death  on  charges  as  fanciful  as  the 
hallucinations  of  a  disordered  mind. 

The  same  force  has  been  at  work  in  every  department 
of  social  effort.  Witness  the  amalgamations  for  sectional 
gam.  The  jrower  which  centralized  capital  ?as  been  able 
to  exert,  has  been  counterparted  in  Trades'  Unionism 
with  Its  employment  of  the  Boycott  and  the  Strike.  The 
professions,  generally,  through  their  power  of  influencing 
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'••Kislation,   have  been   placed   oomparatively  free  from 
Htta-k,  yet  the  offensives  are  being  made,  even  though 
thofe  who  direct   them   often   feel   the  futility  of  their 
labours.    The  food  produrer  oi)enly  affirms  that  all  other 
elements  have  combined  to  deprive  him  oi  a  legitimate 
return  for  his  work,  while  the  consumer   sees    extortion 
m  the  lurmers  demands.     In  the  business  world  safety 
seems  to  he,  only  in  suspicion,  integrity  having  to  suffer 
bemuse  dishonesty  exists.    The  politician  is  expected  to 
see  virtue  in  his  own  motives  and  platform  alone;  his 
opjHment  is  all  guile  and  unworthy  of  support.     Every- 
where this  purblindness  is  in  evidence  and  the  battle 
rantinues  with  a  mere  shifting  of  the  attacking  .standards. 
The  creation  of  iron  in  the  bl(HKl  appears  to  be  the  be-all 
and  the  end-all  of  human  striving,  as  it  is  in  other  catagories 
oj    the   animal    kingdom.      Hardness    is    the   Summum 
Bmum.     In  the  great  philanthropies  a  different  picture 
i«  noticed,  but  the  purposes  here  seem  more  like  side- 
issues  than  universal  aims,  for,  though  many  participate, 
the  mam  current  of  life  moves  onward  unaffected. 

The  cultured  poet  and  literary  critic  of  the  la.st 
(•entury  expressed  himself  once  thus:  "Cain's  not  life's 
crown,  though  calm  is  well.  "  There  seems  to  be  .some 
need  for  as-stverating  an  opposite:-  Storm's  not  life's 
crown,  though  storm  is  well. 

In  the  review  oi  the  subject  thus  far,  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  meaning  of  "Right."  to  the  parts  which 
the  "State"  and  the  "Citizen"  are  to  play,  and  as  to  what 
IS  implied  in  ".\  Standard  of  \alue.  "  It  has  been  al.so 
indicated,  that  to  know  what  man  has  done  is  of  concern 
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in  determininK  what  shall  conHtitute  the  "Mcasuro"  for 
further  growth.  The  story  of  the  ract-  hm  outlined  general 
principles  and  delineated  the  avenues  along  which  thev 
have  pro. .(Hied  as  mankind  strove  upward.  Finally  the 
conclusion  was  drawn,  that  the  contribution  of  "Civil- 

Zt!T'i  **!  *u^  ""'"!"'"  "^  ^'•"  P"'^'*"*"'  '^y  •"  <he  emphasis 
which  had  been  placed  upon  the  r-reation  of  valor  the 
power  to  endure  hardness  as  the  soldier  knows  it. 

The  discussion  has  progressed  sufficientiv  far,  to  en- 
able  one  to  present  the  articles  that  should  be  considered 
m  framing  a  Standard  of  Value.  An  essential  feature  is, 
that  any  criterion  advanced  should  admit  of  different 
applications.  It  must  be  progressive  thus  allowing  for 
the  acquisition  of  new  light  and  the  incorporation  of  the 
results  of  such  for  the  better  guidance  of  man.  That  one 
age  should  prepare  the  platform  upon  which  all  sub.se(,uent 
ages  must  stand  is  unthinkable. 

"Transmitted  usage,  ancient  right 
•   In  these  the  time  for  complete  confidence  is  past." 
"Man  could  not  what  he  knows  now,  know  at  first; 
VVhat   he   considers    that   he  knows  to-day, 
Come   but   tomorrow,  he  will  find  mis-known." 

This  standard  must  be  evolutionary,  not  revolutionary 
There  is  a  vast  diflference  between  these  two  terms.  The 
former  sigmfies  a  developing  or  drawing  out,  the  latter 
an  overthrowing  or  destroying.  With  the  one,  life  is  a 
process  or  related  .series;  with  the  other,  it  is  imposed  of 
constant  beginnings;  thus  the  former  is  mature,  while  the 
latter  ,s  youthful.     One  sees  extensively,  or  a  total;  the 
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other  obicrvos  intensively,  or  a  part.  The  former  esehews 
haste:  the  latter  esteems  dehiy  at  evil.  One  H.eM  k(k«1  in 
ftll.  thouRh  evil  be  alto  present;  the  other  cimehiiles  that 
the  presence  of  evil  is  prcMif  ,)f  total  depravity.  Both 
believe  in  reform,  but  one  bates  everything  on  rontiniious 
traminK.  while  the  <ither  seeks  its  goal  through  constant 
climmation.    The  former  has  for  its  motto: 

"Leave  now  for  dog4  and  apes; 
Man  has  for  ever." 

while  the  latter  believes  that, 

"The  Bird  of  Time  has  but  a  little  way 
To  fly— and  Lo!  the  Bird  is  on  the  Wing." 

anu  so  exhorts  to  work  while  it  is  yet  day  for  the  night 
eometh  when  n«)  man  can  work. 

The  Standard,  further,  must  stress  the  part  which  the 
individual  has  in  his  own  ascent.  Responsibility  has  been 
explained,  as  an  attitude  which  must  be  assumed  toward 
an  outside  power,  thus  .saving  the  individual  from  punish- 
ment. As  regards  Institutional  Relationship,  this  is  a 
plausible  theory,  but  in  the  unfolding  of  the  Personality 
it  must,  in  time,  be  rated  as  defective  and  leading  to 
stagnation.  Duty,  eventually,  has  to  be  treated  sub- 
jectively, that  is  from  the  standpoint  of  the  agent  himself. 
Preparedness  alone,  gives  justification  for  advancement. 
"Come  and  ye  shall  see,"  has  always  been  the  challenge  of 
life.  Discovery  must  follow  investigation,  even  though 
that  which  if  found  be  unlike  that  which  was  sought. 
These  statements  do  not  minify  those  sudden  and  .seem- 
ingly unrelated  factors  that  cross  the  course  of  individual 
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exwtence,  8he.lding  Rloan».  upon  the  common  roadway  of 
life  with  all  the  heartening  uplift  that  light  an.i  Int  pre- 
vaihng  gloom  may  occasion.  On  the  contrary,  they  pr.>vi.l,. 
a  warranted  interpreter  for  the  "Vision  Splendid,"  and 
■o  more  than  hint  that  human  perHonality  is  a  determining 
influence  in  world  movementH. 

The  criterion  employed  mu8t  pr«perly  define  the  term 
Sacnflce.  Thin  haii  been  explained  as  a  principle  added 
to  life,  when  some  valued  lesson  has  been  learned.  Such 
a  view  IS  more  than  of  doubtful  utUity;  it  is  dangerous, 
sacrifice  u  not  simply  an  element  in  a  larger  total;  it  is  a 
•ynonym  for  the  latter,  or,  more  correctly  speaking,  it  is 
Identical  with  it.  Life  is  nothing  other  than  a  series  of 
choices,  each  one  of  which  must  mean  the  giving  up  of 
every  other  possible  direction  of  conduct  presented  at  the 
time.  Instead  of  a  call  to  a  career  of  sacrifice,  which  really 
13  meaningless,  the  standard  should  summon  to  an  ex- 
amination of  courses  of  action,  that  their  probable  effect 
upon  the  trend  of  endeavour  may  be  cqnsidered. 

Further,  the  standard  of  value  must  announce  the 
-.stence  of  a  Higher  and  a  Lower.    CJreat  teachers  have 
explained   the   Universe  as   the  stage   u,K>n   which   two' 
rival  Powers  are  in  ceaseless  conflict,  with  mankind  as  tl... 
Victor  8  reward.   Others  have  maintained  that  the  presence 
of  defect  in  us  and  alwut  us.  simply  indicates  our  inability 
to  see  to  the  close  of  the  Worid  Drama.  Still  others  claim 
that  what  is  called"EviI,  •  was  due  to  a  fatal  choice  made  by 
the  reputed  head  of  the  race,  which  entailed  .sad  consequei;. 
ces  upon  all,  necessitating  a  change  in    the  great   Plan 
War  should  not  be  waged  over  mere  words,  for  positivism 
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though  iKJworfuI,  Hlip«  Hompfimc .-..  Exroptinft  In«titution- 
aHum.  what  have  been  defined  as  "(WkmI"  and  Evil"" 
must  needH  have  a  subjective  relation,  that  is,  reference 
to  the  agent  himself.  The  vital  truth  in,  that  there  are 
presented  to  the  individual  at  lea^t  two  poasible  linei  of 
effort  and  uinm  him  rpst«  the  resp«mHibility  of  choice. 
History  shown,  that  one  class  tends  to  retard,  the  other 
to  aid  development.  It  would  l)e  erroneous,  however, 
to  say  that  the  actor  will  always  know  which  would  be  the 
better  course  to  pursue.  It  is  the  price  that  ime  has  to 
pay  for  the  self-determining  power.  Experience  teaches, 
but  often  through  the  imfiosition  of  cruel  blows. 

The  rule  of  value  must  also  elucidate  what  live  truly 
means. 

"Not  enjoyment  and  not  sorrow- 
Is  our  destined  end  «)r  way; 
But  to  act  that  each  tomorrow 
Find  us  furtlier  than  t(>-<lay." 

Life  is  more  than  flitting  in  the  .sunlight  like  the 
butterfly  lately  emerged  from  its  chry.salis.  Life  is  real. 
There  is  no  j><)s.sil)Ie  retreat.  What  "i.s.  is  for  ever,  past 
recall.  Each  moment  is  a  total  of  all  the  past.  The 
past  colour.^  not  only  the  character  but  the  influence  of 
choices.  The  retarding  and  blighting  effects  of  thoughts 
and  actions,  are  only  rendered  powerless  or  circumscribed  • 
by  the  cumulative  result  of  years  of  contrary  aims  and 
deeds.  What  is  true  of  that  which  impvchM  is  similarly 
operative  with  that  which  impels,  so  that  there  is  some 
import  in  the  declaration,  that  the  path  of  right  reason 
may  grow  brighter  and  brighter  toward  the  realizati(,n  of 
the  splendour  of  the  noonday  sun. 
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To  RumnMriic  the  Imitn-ont  of  thr  Hubjort.  A 
Htamlard  of  Value  miwt,  at  every  Htage.  refer  itm'lf  to  the 
Kiipervi«)ry  Power,  whieh  ha*  bw-n  |K)Mtulate<|  ««  a  trinity 
of  attitudes  or  view,..,intH.  namely.  Self  wort  hin.^,  CJeneral 
Value,  and  the  Ideal.  Through  »uch  prtM.e.lure  it  l>,.come« 
evident  that  the  Life  T,..,t  mu.-t  chenff.  through  the  pn^-eK. 
of  hvolution.  This  proeeM  proclaims  the  power  of  Choice 
as  an  individual  prerogative  an<l  places  the  Hes,M>nMibiIitv 
for  the  wme  upon  the  actor.  Acknowledging  the  principle 
of  Choice,  the  inclusion  of  a  Higher  and  a  Lower  therein 
be/>|,me«  indubitable.  With  the  identification  ..f  Sacrifice 
with  I  »fe  and  the  admi88.on  of  the  Indelible  EffectH  of 
thouiiuta  and  actions  u,K>n  Permmality,  the  content  of  the 
Btandard  becomeo  complete. 

How  doei)  Freemaaonry  Htand  when  thu«  estimated? 
If  th>-re  18  worth  included,  which  callH  for  thoughtful 
recognitwn  and  endor«ation,  then  there  should  be  an  ap- 
proxunation,  ui  least,  to  the  criterion  which  the  U'e  of  the 
race  presents  to  those  who  lorm  on  its  foremost  files.  An 
examination  of  the  Order  should  reveal  its  claim  should 
such  be  held  therein. 

Freemasonry  is  not  a  Philosophy;  it  is,  on  the  contrary 
a  Science.  \\  hile  each  of  these  terms  is  the  complement  of 
ttie  other,  tlieir  significations  are  widely  apart.  To  neither 
belongs  what  is  called  Proof,  though  such  is  claimed  by 
the  tyros  in  each.  Proof  appertains  solely  to  Mathematics 
or  the  exact  sciences,  which  are  not  included  in  the  term 
Science  as  contrasted  with  Philosophy. 
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•Thou  (nn^t  not  prove  thr  \atiip|««.  O  my  mn 
N'or  canMt  thou  pmvc  the  world  thou  mov.^t  in! 
Th.u  rnnMt  not  prove  that  thou  art  Irndy  alone, 
Thou  runiit  not  jirove  that  thou  art  *«pirit  alone 
Nor  eanNt  thou  prove  that  thi>u  art  »M>th  in  on.- 
Thou  ranHt   not   prove  thou  ait   inimorlal.  no 
Nor  yet  that  thou  an  rnoHal— nav  my  win 
Thou  canHt  not  pn.ve  thu(  1,  who  HJHmk'with  thee. 
Am  not  thywlf  in  eimverw  with  thywif. 
For  nothiuK  worthy  proving  can  U-  proven. 
Nor  yet  dixproven." 

l'hilow.pliy  iM  eonrerne,!  with  explanations,  while 
Science  has  to  ,lo  with  ol,«,.rvationH.  FWi.msi.nrv  ..,„. 
i«m-  no  explanati, .,«  as  Much  nn.l  so  caniK.t  \h'  stVl.Ml  a 
»  hiln-oph  I,  ,K,rtrays  a  seric-s  of  xreat  ol)s..rv^ifions 
UMT.  human  life.  rn.lerlyinR  these,  however,  one  fin.ls 
the  sunrilest.  yet  paradoxically,  the  most  pnifouiul  of  all 
philosophies. 

What  doe.  Freemasonry  pres<.nt  for  study?     In  tfi,. 

Hr.st  .Vet.  the  highway  of  li.V  is  f wed  fr.»m  tl,..  hel|»- 

io^sne.ss  and  immaturity  of  the  social  unit.  thn.uKh 
..rwmuation.  practical  activity,  and  intelle.-tiial  trainii.K 
till  Its  climax  is  reached  in  the  discovery: 

"That   there  is  Something  more  than   Nature  Man 
requires." 

The  olHcrvations  ,| ,  not  end  their.     Worth  d.K's  not 

efface  jealousy;  h.mour  is  rarely  unaware  of  dishon.iur- 

he  steps  of  truth  are  ev...-  .loRgod  by  the  shadows  of 

falsehootl.     \,rtue  meet.s  vice  at  every  turn;  knowtedKe 
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IS  incessantly  preyed  upon  by  ignorance.     There  is  no 
F)09sible  reconciliation  between  these  opjiosite.s  they  are 
always  at   variancs  and  8ucce.«  often   rests   upon   the 
banners  of  the  lower.     The  victory,   however,   is  only 
transitory  for  crime  is  discovered;  evil  reveals  itself  and  its 
fate  H  of  its  own  choosing.    Still,  it  is  quite  evident  that 
violence  ever  results  in  loss;  yet,  though  all  ravages  are 
not  repaired,  loss  involves  recovery.    Deprivation,  further, 
leadi  to  new  endeavour,  but  much  extra  energy  will  have 
been  expended  before  standing  gDund  is  again  secured, 
in  which  work,  temjiorary  policies  are  adopted.     Thus 
initiative  is  given  to  the  endless  quest  which  life  seems  to 
betoken.     The  observer  soon  becomes  aware,  that  upon 
all  human  eflFort  there  is  the  shadow  which  the  tragedy 
of  the  grave  casts. 

"Mid  youth  and  song,  feasting  and  carnival. 
Through  laughter,  through  the  roses,  as  of  old, 
Comes  Death,  on  shadowy  and  relentless  feet, 
Death,  unappeasable  by  prayer  or  gold  • 
Death  is  the  end,  the  end!" 

These  are  the  observations  which  the  first  division 
offers  for  allocation.  What  deductions  may  be  drawn 
therefrom?  What  is  the  implied  or  underlying  Philosophy? 
Brotherhood  through  kindred  origin  and  experience-  the 
discjvery  of  the  Ideal  through  life's  revelation;  and  the 
linking  of  the  Finite  and  the  Infinite  in  the  Hope  of  an 
Endless  Life.  No  other  interpretation  gives  so  adequate  a 
meaning  to  the  scenes  in  the  great  ciiama  . 

"\\hat  was  before  us  we  know  not, 

And  we  know  not  what  shall  succeed." 
but, 
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"Hayily  the  River  of  Timo 
As  it  draws  to  the  Ocean,  may  strike 
Peaee  to  the  s  )ul  of  the  Man  on  its  breast- 
As  the  pale  waste  widens  around  him. 
As  the  banks  fade  dimmer  away. 
As  the  stars  rome  out.  and  the  night  wm<l 
Brings  up  the  stream 
Murmurs  and  scents  of  the  Infinite  Sea.  " 

With  what  does  the  Sect.nd  .S«'ries  deal?  What  are 
the  marks  which  are  impressed  by  the  institution  under 
whose  auspices  this  Convocation  is  held?  What  dws 
■t  add  to  that  which  has  been  found  to  characterize  the 
elementary  stage?  There  are  the  panegjrics  ur^on  virtue 
in  Its  many  phases.  Those  principles  which  the  life  of  the 
race  has  listed  as  advantageous  are  dramatized.  In 
rontrast,  vice  in  every  form  is  anathematized  through  the 
medium  .)f  the  same  method  of  instruction.  There  i.s 
besides,  the  discovery  of  the  Lost.  ' 

In  the  First  Plot  the  adjudicating  Power  is  presented- 
in  the  Second  the  Standard  of  Value  is  explained      Both 
are  philosophies  or  deductions  from  the  records  of  mankind 
I  he  First  has  its  climax  in  Lo.ss,  or  an  apparent  End;  the 
Second  culminates  in  Discovery,  providing  a  fresh  B«.gin- 
ning.     As  the  Loss  typifies  the  unending  quest  of  man  for 
a  Satisfying  Philosophy,  which,  however,  is  not  to  go  on 
forever  without  success,  the  Discovery,  which  .symbolizes 
that  reward,  d(,es  not  mean  the  termination  of  Mysterv 
Some  minds  crave  for  exactitude,  but  immutability  is  the 
iliivr-t  opposite  of  life.    Others  desire  free  sco,,e  for  idealism 
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which  represents  life's  no  il  expression.  In  Search  and 
Discovery,  m  Exercise  an.,  itestraint,  the  two  viewpoint« 
unite.  Discovery  does  not  end  Mystery,  it  is  rather  a 
Motive  for  further  investigation,  a  Talisman  for  increased 
vigour  in  seeking  for  Truth.  Does  not  Freema.sonrv, 
hen  meet  the  Standard  which  the  course  of  human  history 
teaches  those  who  carefully  study  its  annals? 

"The  time  of  life  is  short! 

To  spend  that  shortness  basely  were  too  long. 

If  life  did  ride  upon  a  dial.s  point. 

Still  ending  at  the  arrival  of  an  hour." 

So  the  Freemason's  work  is  ever  to  construct  a  Spirit- 
ual Temple,  of  which  his  Lodge  is  the  physical  emblem 
Jn  d«ng  this  work  he  needs  must  consider  the  history  and 
progress  of  mankind,  linking  himself  in  sacred  and  sublime 
comradeship  with  the  mountain  tops  and  the  beacon  lights 
which  hx  the  planes  of  demarcation  in  racial  evolution 
and  guide  the  pilgrims  from  Calvary  to  Calvary  in  the 
march  of  the  centuries.    This  Universe  or  Tempi.-  must  be 
pillared  with  eternal  principles.     Wisdom  must  be  its 
constant  support,  that  it  may  not  suffer  from  the  bewilder- 
ing chaos  of  phenomena  that  press  unceasingly  for  con- 
sideration.   Only  by  vigilant  effort  and  unf-iling  Strength 
may  false  elements  be  excluded,  which  mean  retardation 
and  consequent  impairment  to  the  Structure,  should  their 
insidious  pretensions  be  recognized.    And  by  means  of  the 
sacrifice  of  the  Lower  for  the   Higher  is  it  possible  that  he 
so  Beautily  the  jwtty  round  from  day  to  day  as  to  fit  it 
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for  the  [-nseen  Edifice  which  he  is  buildinR.  In  the  gradual 
evolving  of  the  purport  of  his  mission,  in  the  varied 
vicissitudes  ^hat  comprise  his  life,  come  prosperity,  come 
adversity,  he  never  fails  to  keep  in  mind  the  Great  Designer 
and  his  beneficent  plans,  and,  led  by  this  Star  of  Hope— 

'That  lights  his  desert  pathway,  yours  and  mine, 
He  follows  till  he  finds  the  highest  human  nature  is 
divine." 


